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Dear Fraternal Friends:

A great civic opportunity for our societies and state fraternal congresses is 
just around the corner. On Sunday, June 14, the National Fraternal Congress 
of America (NFCA), the Association of America’s Fraternal Benefit Societies, 
will join with citizens around the country in celebrating National Flag Day. 
This event offers the fraternal benefit system a tremendous platform from which
we can tell others our fraternal story.

The accompanying public relations kit is designed to assist you with the planning 
and promotion of Flag Day. We encourage you to adapt the resources provided to
your specific needs. 

We hope that you will use this opportunity to draw attention to your society and
the fraternal benefit system. Please don’t forget to send event photos (with news 
releases or cut lines) to the NFCA for use on our Web site.  

Thank you for reproducing and sharing these public relations resources with 
your chapters and thank you for promoting National Flag Day in your community.

With warm regards,

Joseph J. Annotti
Joseph J. Annotti
President & CEO
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National Flag Day Public Relations Kit

How to Use This Kit
Each resource in the National Flag Day Public Relations Kit is designed to assist your society, 
chapter or state congress in planning, promoting and gaining visibility for your National Flag 
Day activities. Below, we briefly outline how to use each resource in this kit. We encourage you 
to creatively adapt the resources provided in the manner that best suits the needs of your society, 
chapter or congress. We have a great story to share. Let’s take this opportunity to do so on 
National Flag Day, June 14, 2009.   

IDEA STARTERS
Looking for ways to celebrate National Flag Day? This section offers 16 great ideas that your 
society/chapter/congress can use to observe National Flag Day. 

FLAG DAY PROCLAMATION (from NFCA chair of the board)
This proclamation is an excellent resource to educate your members about the work of the 
NFCA. Reproduce this proclamation in your society publications and newsletters.

LETTER TO GOVERNOR/MAYOR (requesting signing of proclamation)
Retype this letter on society/state congress letterhead and mail or deliver it to your governor or 
mayor. NOTE:  Be sure to check with other societies in your state and community to ensure that 
the governor or mayor receives no more than one letter. A copy of the governor/mayor 
proclamation should be enclosed with this letter (see below).

GOVERNOR/MAYOR PROCLAMATION (to be signed by governor or mayor)
This proclamation should accompany the cover letter to the governor or mayor (see above). At 
the time of the proclamation signing, fraternalists should make arrangements to have this signing 
ceremony photographed by a staff photographer. This meeting with the governor/mayor might 
also represent an opportunity to notify local media about this signing ceremony (see media 
advisories and news releases below).

“PAUSE FOR THE PLEDGE” PROCLAMATION (to be signed by fraternalist)
This proclamation can be reproduced in your society/state congress newsletter or publication. 

MEDIA CONTACT WORKSHEET
This worksheet can help you develop a list of key media contacts who may be interested in 
receiving news about National Flag Day. If you don’t know the reporters in your community, 
call and ask the receptionist at the paper or station who covers information about volunteerism, 
human-interest stories, or city hall. Target two or three reporters from major media sources that 
you would like to cover the story. 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT (PSAs)
These radio public service announcements (PSAs) should be delivered to your local radio 
station’s public service director (or station manager). If you choose to mail the PSAs, please 
develop a cover letter asking the station to air the PSA prior to June 14, 2009. 



ADVERTISEMENT
The attached advertisement can be placed in local print media, reproduced in your society’s 
publication or newsletter, or it can be redesigned and accompany your society’s premium 
notices.

MEDIA ADVISORIES (Use the advisories provided BEFORE your event)
A media advisory is designed to alert the media about an upcoming event (e.g., either the signing 
of the National Flag Day proclamation or about an upcoming Flag Day event). Mail, fax, e-mail 
or deliver the advisory so that the reporter receives it PRIOR to your event. Follow up with a 
phone call to the reporter to ask if he or she would like additional information about the 
proclamation signing or about your National Flag Day activity.

LETTER TO PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
This letter thanks the president for observing National Flag Day and informs the president that 
your society/state congress will be paying tribute to the flag as well.

EDITORIAL (deliver editorial to editorial page editor four weeks prior to June 14) 
The attached editorial should be delivered to your newspaper’s editorial page editor sometime in 
early May.  Request that the paper consider printing the editorial as its own. If the editorial is not 
delivered in person, write a cover letter and follow up with a phone call to request placement of 
the editorial. If the editorial page editor is reluctant to use this editorial, ask him or her to 
consider writing an original editorial discussing observance of National Flag Day.  

NEWS RELEASES (use the releases provided AFTER your event)
The news release is your basic tool for generating news coverage.  The attached news releases 
report on activities that your society/chapter/congress HAVE ALREADY PERFORMED. It 
expands on the information given in your media advisory by filling in all the details. To create a 
news release:  
1. Type the release on your society letterhead.
2. Type your name and telephone number so that the reporter can reach you.
3. Include the date (release time) for the story.
4. Include a brief headline. 
5. Double space the release.  Use wide margins.
6. Complete the missing information (the info in parentheses).
7.  Limit the release to one page (No more than two if absolutely necessary).
8.  Type  “--MORE--” at the bottom of the first page if your release is two pages.  
9. End your release with three hash marks (###) or the word end (--END--).
10. The news release should be written in order of importance (the most important information 

must always come first, followed by the next most important, etc.).  

PAUSE FOR THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Include information from this sheet in your society/state congress newsletters and publications. 
You may also include it with your media advisories/news releases to local reporters.

FLAG PRESENTATION CEREMONY
This presentation speech can be used when your society, chapter or congress presents a flag to an 
outside group or organization.



FLAG PRESENTATION CEREMONY FOR CHILDREN’S GROUPS
This presentation includes interactive components for making a flag presentation to a children’s 
group.

I AM YOUR FLAG
This article can be reproduced in your society/state congress newsletters and publications. You 
may also include it with your media advisories/news releases to local reporters.

FRATERNAL STATISTICS
The information on this page reports chapter, event, service and funding information. You may 
want to provide this to reporters should they want additional information about the NFCA.  



National Flag Day Public Relations Kit

Idea Starters
 Sponsor a community-wide rally with 

state and local elected public officials. 
Be sure to include the Pledge of 
Allegiance in the event. 

 Sponsor an essay contest and have the 
winning essayist read his or her entry at 
a ceremony in your home office, or at a 
statehouse or city hall event. Publish the 
entry in your society publication.

 Reproduce the flyer in this kit and 
distribute it to members with society 
premium notices or mail it to local 
chapter PR coordinators.

 Organize a proclamation signing with 
area fraternal societies or local chapters. 
(Check with your state congress to see if 
any official signing is being planned.)

 Launch a photo or art contest using a 
patriotic theme. Ask merchants, libraries 
or schools to display the entries. 

 Encourage local chapters to donate flags 
to nursing homes, veterans’ 
organizations, schools, public buildings, 
etc., and hold a special presentation 
ceremony on June 14.

 Sponsor or promote an “Avenue of 
Flags” event. Invite merchants and 
residents to display the flag. Provide 
flags, if possible.

 Place National Flag Day ads in local 
newspapers, program books, or with 
premium notices.

 Ask a local radio station to air PSAs 
about National Flag Day.

 Hold a debating tournament for young 
people using a patriotic theme.

 Sponsor a Famous Americans Day in 
association with a local school. Invite 
classes to compete for prizes for those 
students who best personify Americans 
from all walks of life and all 
nationalities and color. Famous 
Americans could include presidents, 
civil rights leaders, inventors, military 
heroes and sports figures.

 Sponsor a town-wide “Show Your 
Colors” gardening competition, in which 
prizes would be awarded to public areas 
adopted by community groups making 
the best and most imaginative use of red, 
white and blue flowers and other 
plantings.

 Organize a performance of patriotic 
music, working with local schools or 
musical groups. The performance could 
be held in an old-fashioned bandstand or 
in a high school gymnasium.

 Sponsor a “Proud to be an American” 
Fair, inviting local service clubs, 
fraternal groups, veterans’ groups and 
town government agencies to set up 
display booths highlighting their 
patriotic work and to help show how the 
political system works.

 Send appropriate advisories, editorials 
and news releases to your local media 
about National Flag Day activities.

 Arrange transportation for seniors to 
travel to a preschool to discuss those 
times when they’ve been most proud to 
be a citizen of the United States. 



Flag Day Proclamation

WHEREAS, patriotic values have long been recognized by 
fraternalists who have made significant gains promoting such values 
in our country; and

WHEREAS, the National Flag Day Foundation has developed a 
ceremony called Pause for the Pledge of Allegiance, which transcends 
age, race, religion, national origin, political and geographic 
differences by encouraging Americans across the nation to pause and 
recite the Pledge of Allegiance; and

WHEREAS, fraternal benefit societies throughout the nation support 
the efforts to encourage national patriotism; 

NOW, BE IT RESOLVED, that June 14, 2009, be recognized as 
National Flag Day and that NFCA member-societies, along with state 
fraternal congresses, enlist the support of local unit leaders and 
members to promote the celebration of National Flag Day in an effort 
to spread patriotic ideals and pride in our country to all fraternal 
benefit society members in every corner of this land of “liberty and 
justice for all.”

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that special celebrations be held on 
June 14, 2009, to honor the flag and the Pledge of Allegiance. 

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this proclamation 
be sent to all National Fraternal Congress member-societies and state 
fraternal congresses so that National Flag Day may be promoted and 
communicated to all Americans.  

Barbara A. Cheaney
Barbara A. Cheaney
2008-2009 Chair of the Board
National Fraternal Congress of America
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Chair of the Board
  Catholic Life Insurance

Teresa J. Rasmussen
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    Catholic Union 

Melvin L. Rambo
  Equitable Reserve Association

Mary H. Rausch
   National Catholic Society of Foresters

Mark D. Theisen
  Woodmen of the World/Omaha
    Woodmen Life Insurance Society

Joseph J. Annotti
  President & CEO



Letter to Governor/Mayor
(Please type on society/state congress letterhead)

Dear Governor/Mayor (Last Name):

Along with citizens across the nation, the 10 million Americans affiliated with the National 
Fraternal Congress of America (NFCA) will celebrate National Flag Day, June 14, 2009. On that 
day, 71 fraternal benefit societies and 32 state fraternal congresses belonging to the NFCA will 
hold special ceremonies and conduct activities to increase awareness of the importance of the 
U.S. Flag, as well as the important role fraternals play in hundreds of thousands of communities 
across our nation.

Fraternal groups have developed into a vital volunteer force dedicated to strengthening America.  
They provide financial and organizational support to help their members perform educational, 
religious, patriotic and benevolent activities that benefit individuals and institutions in their local 
communities and states. Last year, members associated with the NFCA conducted more than 
seven million benevolent acts, giving more than 93 million hours in community service.

They give assistance to the needy, widows and children, the aged and the disabled. Fraternalists 
have long provided assistance to the victims of earthquakes, floods, fire and other disasters.

For these reasons, we respectfully request that you proclaim Sunday, June 14, 2009, as National 
Flag Day. We would like to secure your signature on such a proclamation. Additionally, we 
would appreciate the opportunity to photograph your signing of this proclamation. These photos 
will be used to promote the celebration of National Flag Day. They will appear in fraternal 
publications, many of which circulate nationwide, acquainting the American public with your 
support of this patriotic endeavor.

(Name) from our Society will call on (date) to talk with you about scheduling the signing 
ceremony.

Thank you for recognizing an American institution and helping us celebrate National Flag Day 
2009.  

Sincerely,

(Name)
(Title)
(Phone Number)



National Fraternal Congress of America

Proclamation
WHEREAS, fraternal benefit societies and state fraternal congresses have long proclaimed their 
patriotism and will demonstrate it by celebrating National Flag Day, June 14, and

WHEREAS, the fraternal benefit system performs many educational, religious, charitable, 
cultural and patriotic activities through its societies and their local lodges, and

WHEREAS, the fraternalists of these societies and state congresses render great service to our 
state and nation through civic and patriotic projects, and

WHEREAS, the National Fraternal Congress of America calls upon the leaders of its 71
member-societies and 32 state fraternal congresses to apprise the nation of the ideals and 
objectives of fraternal benefit societies and to unite in observation of National Flag Day,

NOW, THEREFORE, I ______________________________ , ____________________
(name) (title)

of _________________________________________ , do hereby proclaim June 14, 2009,
(city/state) 

as NATIONAL FLAG DAY, and call upon citizens to lend their support and show their 

appreciation for the contributions by fraternal benefit societies.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set
my hand and seal of the 

__________________________________________

this ________________ day of ___________, 2009,

__________________________________________
(signature)



Proclamation
by Societies and 

State Fraternal Congresses

Annual Pause for the Pledge of Allegiance to the U.S. Flag

WHEREAS, by Act of Congress of the United States dated June 14, 1777, the first official flag 
of the United States was adopted, and

WHEREAS, by Act of Congress dated August 3, 1949, June 14 of each year has been designated 
National Flag Day, and

WHEREAS, on December 8, 1982, the National Flag Day Foundation was charted to conduct 
educational programs and to encourage all Americans to Pause for the Pledge of Allegiance on 
National Flag Day, June 14, and 

WHEREAS, by Act of Congress, Public Law 99-54 was passed to have the Pause for the Pledge 
of Allegiance as part of the celebration of National Flag Day throughout the nation, and, 

WHEREAS, National Flag Day celebrates our nation’s symbol of unity, a democracy in a 
republic, and stands for our country’s devotion to freedom, to the rule of law, and to equal rights 
for all,

NOW, THEREFORE, I, _______________________________  , __________________
(name) (title)

do hereby proclaim June 14, 2009, as National Flag Day and urge all members of 

_________________________________________to pause at 7 p.m. Eastern Time on this date 
(society or state congress)

for the 30th annual Pause for the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag and our great 
nation.

National Flag Day – Sunday, June 14, 2009
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Media Contacts Worksheet
Daily and Weekly Newspapers

Name of Paper   ________________________________________________________________

Address  ______________________________________________________________________

Telephone  ________________________________ Fax  __________________________

Managing Editor ___________________________ Extension  _____________________

City Editor/Reporter _________________________ Extension  _____________________

Feature Editor  _____________________________ Extension  _____________________

Photo Editor _______________________________ Extension  _____________________

Daily, Weekly, Sunday, Other?  ___________________________________________________

Deadlines?  ____________________________________________________________________

Radio and Television Stations

Name of Station  _______________________________________________________________

Address  ______________________________________________________________________

Telephone  ________________________________ Fax  __________________________

Assignment Editor  _________________________ Extension  _____________________

News Director  _____________________________ Extension  _____________________

Reporter  __________________________________ Extension  _____________________

Public Service Director  ______________________ Extension  _____________________

NEWS PROGRAMS

1. Morning  ___________________________________________________________________

2. Afternoon  _________________________________________________________________

3. Evening News  ______________________________________________________________

Talk Shows

Show  ________________________________________________________________________

Producer  _________________________________ Extension  _____________________

Host/Reporter  _____________________________ Extension  _____________________



National Flag Day
June 14, 2009
Today we join with the National Flag Day
Foundation and the National Fraternal Congress
of America in celebrating the 232nd birthday of the
“Stars and Stripes.”

We invite you to share your pride with our
members across the country and recite the Pledge
of Allegiance at (time to coincide with 7 p.m.
Eastern) today.  Salute the United States — “one
Nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and 
justice for all.”

      

Your Society Name/Address/Logo



Public Service Announcements
(retype on Society letterhead)

NATIONAL FLAG DAY (30 seconds)
ANNOUNCER #1: This year marks the 60th anniversary of the Act of Congress establishing 

June 14 as National Flag Day. We invite you to join with others 

at ____ p.m. at ______________ where ________________ to observe the 

annual Pause for the Pledge of Allegiance. And don’t forget to tell your 

children or grandchildren what the flag means to you. Celebrate your 

liberty.  Observe National Flag Day.  

ANNOUNCER #2: This message has been brought to you as a public service by 

(society/chapter/congress name) and (name) radio.  

NATIONAL FLAG DAY (Flag Version; 30 seconds)
ANNOUNCER #1: I am your flag. I unite red, white and blue under God’s heaven. Red stands 

for courage embodied by patriots who gave their lives for freedom; White 

stands for liberty, stirring the hearts of people worldwide; Blue stands for 

loyalty, uniting brothers and sisters of different ages, races and religions. I 

am your flag. 

ANNOUNCER #2: June 14 is National Flag Day. Celebrate your liberty. This message has 

been brought to you as a public service by (society/chapter/congress 

name) and (name) radio.  



(retype on Society letterhead)

Contact:  (your society’s contact person)
Phone:  (contact’s phone number)

Media Advisory:
Governor/Mayor (last name) to Sign 

National Flag Day Proclamation
Observance to honor U.S. flag and ideals it represents  

(Day of Week, Month Date,) 2009

Governor/Mayor (full name) will meet with (number) fraternalists from (society/chapter/ 
congress name) to sign a proclamation naming June 14, 2009, “National Flag Day” in 
(state/city). The signing ceremony will take place at _____ (a.m./p.m.) on (day of week, month 
date) at (location of signing).  

National Flag Day, observed June 14 each year by Act of Congress, celebrates our nation’s 
symbol of unity, a democracy in a republic, and stands for our country’s devotion to freedom, to 
the rule of law, and to equal rights for all.  

Among those observing National Flag Day will be the more than 10 million people affiliated 
with America’s fraternal benefit societies. Last year, individuals from these organizations 
performed more than seven million fraternal acts of service and gave more than 93 million hours 
in community service.  

[Include following sentence if information is known] To celebrate National 
Flag Day in the (city) area, fraternalists will (list of planned events, including times and dates, if 
known).      



(retype on Society letterhead)

Contact:  (your society’s contact person)
Phone:  (contact’s phone number)

Media Advisory:
Fraternalists Set to Observe National Flag Day

(Day of Week, Month Date,) 2009

To celebrate National Flag Day in the (city) area, local volunteers from (society/chapter/congress 
name) will (list of planned service activities, including times and dates).   

National Flag Day, observed June 14 each year by Act of Congress, celebrates our nation’s 
symbol of unity, a democracy in a republic, and stands for our country’s devotion to freedom, to 
the rule of law, and to equal rights for all.  

Among those observing National Flag Day will be the more than 10 million people affiliated 
with America’s fraternal benefit societies. Last year, individuals from these organizations 
performed more than seven million fraternal acts of service and gave more than 93 million hours 
in community service.  

   



Letter to President of the 
United States of America 

(Please type on society/state congress letterhead)
(Mail at least six weeks before Flag Day)

The Honorable Barack Obama
President of the United States
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC  20500

Dear President Obama:

As a representative of (Society/State Fraternal Congress), I look forward to you leading all 
Americans in the annual Pause for the Pledge of Allegiance on June 14, 2009.

Your leadership and active participation in this simple ceremony will be a moving patriotic 
experience at home and a sign of our unity abroad. This commemoration brings together 
Americans of all ages, races and religions.

The members of (Society/State Fraternal Congress) will join you on National Flag Day, as we 
participate in our local ceremony to pay tribute to our nation’s flag.

Thank you for your participation in this effort.

Fraternally,

Name
Title
Society
Address



Editorial
(to be retyped on your society letterhead and

 mailed at least one month before National Flag Day)

This year marks the 60th anniversary of the Act of Congress proclaiming June 14 as National 
Flag Day. Citizens across this country will pause to recite the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag 
on this day, including members of (your society or state fraternal congress), who are among the 
10 million Americans affiliated with the National Fraternal Congress of America.

National Flag Day honors the adoption of the Stars and Stripes as our national flag by the
Continental Congress, 232 years ago. A national Flag Day was the dream of Bernard J. Cigrand, 
a 19-year-old school teacher at Fredonia, Wis. In 1885, in a windswept school atop a glacier-
formed hill overlooking rolling farmland, Cigrand celebrated the first Flag Day by placing a 
small flag in a bottle on his desk. Cigrand taught his students about the history of the flag and 
recited a ceremonial pledge. His efforts over the next 31 years led to a national observance 
honoring the flag.

You may ask, “why should I observe this day?” Quite simply, our flag is more than a patchwork 
of cloth. It is the silent sentinel of our freedom. It is a constant reminder of the courage required 
to maintain our freedom, the liberty we enjoy in being self-governed, and the loyalty and trust 
which unites us despite our individual differences.

On this National Flag Day, we encourage you to talk to your children, grandchildren or friends 
about what the flag means to you. Because others have given their fortunes and their very lives to 
secure our freedom, we have the freedom NOT to participate in this national observance. 
However, it is good that we pause to honor our nation’s flag, for this act helps remind each of us 
that we are most blessed to be one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 
And that, fellow citizens, is something worth celebrating. 



 (use ONLY if mayoral proclamation is made)
(retype on Society letterhead)

News Release
Mailed (date) Contact:  (your society’s contact person)
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Phone:  (contact person’s phone number)

Mayor Proclaims Flag Day

(CITY)--Mayor (full name) has proclaimed June 14 as Flag Day in (city). (Name of society or 

state congress representative) accepted the proclamation on behalf of (society), which joins 70

other member-societies of the National Fraternal Congress of America (NFCA).

National Flag Day honors the adoption of the Stars and Stripes as our national symbol by 

the Continental Congress 232 years ago on June 14, 1777. A national Flag Day was the dream of 

Bernard J. Cigrand, a 19-year-old school teacher in Fredonia, Wis. In 1885, Cigrand celebrated 

the first Flag Day by placing a small flag in a bottle on his desk. Cigrand taught his students 

about the history of the flag, and recited a ceremonial pledge. His efforts over the next 31 years 

led to a national holiday to honor the flag.

Each year on June 14, the flag is honored by Americans across the nation, especially the 

more than 10 million men, women and children who are members of the 71 fraternal benefit 

societies comprising the NFCA. National Flag Day will feature a variety of fraternal and 

patriotic activities across the country, including (list events in your area).

Mayor (last name) praised (your society or congress) for its many benevolent activities 

and its members who have helped protect our nation’s future in peacetime and in war.  

Fraternal benefit societies operate as not-for-profit organizations combining business and 

volunteerism. They provide life and health insurance and other financial services to their 

members, along with cultural, religious, social and educational benefits.  

Members of fraternal benefit societies also serve as dedicated volunteers in their 

communities. In 2007 alone, individuals from fraternal organizations donated almost $418 

million to other organizations, families and individuals, and volunteered more than 95 million 

hours for community-service projects.  

--END--



(retype on Society letterhead)

News Release
Mailed (date) Contact:  (your society’s contact person)
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Phone:  (contact person’s phone number)

(Society) Volunteers Lead Flag Day Observance

(CITY)--Volunteers from (society/chapter/congress) recently (activity description--give all 

pertinent information, including who, what, when, where and why).  

The volunteers gathered as part of National Flag Day, observed June 14 each year. More 

than (number) of people gathered locally to recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Similar 

observances were repeated in hundreds of communities across the nation.  

Each year, the flag is honored by Americans across the nation, especially the more than 

10 million men, women and children who are members of the 71 fraternal benefit societies 

comprising the National Fraternal Congress of America. National Flag Day featured a variety of 

fraternal and patriotic activities across the country, including (list events in your area).

Fraternal benefit societies operate as not-for-profit organizations combining business and 

volunteerism. They provide life and health insurance and other financial services to their 

members, along with cultural, religious, social and educational benefits.  

Members of fraternal benefit societies also serve as dedicated volunteers in their 

communities. In 2007 alone, individuals from fraternal organizations performed more than seven 

million fraternal acts of service, donated almost $418 million to other organizations, families and 

individuals, and gave more than 95 million hours in community service.  

--END--

                                    



FLAG PRESENTATION CEREMONY

The following presentation speech can be used when your society or its chapters present a flag 
from your fraternal to a group or organization. It is general in nature and should be adapted 
appropriately – in language and length – for your occasion.

Length:  approximately 3 ½ minutes

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I’m honored to be here, representing (NAME OF FRATERNAL BENEFIT SOCIETY), to 
present to your group an American flag, our country’s national emblem. We (SOCIETY) 
members are very patriotic in outlook, and it pleases us to be able to provide flags, through our 
fraternal program, to other worthy nonprofit organizations.

All flags are free of cost to the recipients, many of which are children’s groups such as Scout 
troops. Presentations are always made with a public ceremony to show love of country and 
respect for “Old Glory”.

Who are we?  (TELL ABOUT YOUR SOCIETY.)

Besides presenting flags, we promote good citizenship and recognize with awards outstanding 
citizens who have performed a valued service. And we make communities better places to live 
by providing funds for needy families, organizations and parishes.

The flag of our nation symbolizes the values and aspirations of its people. The Continental 
Congress, meeting in Philadelphia, adopted the following resolution on June 14, 1777:
“Resolved, that the Flag of the United States be thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that the 
union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field representing a new constellation.”

These words signaled to the world the birth of a new nation dedicated to personal and religious 
liberty and justice for all.

The flag of today retains the 13 red and white stripes, representing the 13 original colonies – red 
signifying courage, and white, a love of liberty and purity of purpose. The 50 stars in a field of 
blue represent the union of the 50 states – the blue being an indication of loyalty among them.

Ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of (SOCIETY), I present to you the flag of the United States of 
America.



FLAG PRESENTATION CEREMONY FOR CHILDREN’S GROUPS

Special care must be taken to make presentations to children’s groups interesting and meaningful for 
children. Following are some ideas for presentations.

Take the flag out of the box and at the same time tell the children who you are and that you are a member 
of (SOCIETY) which gives flags to (NAME OF GROUP), Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, churches and schools 
(organizations they will know about). Then tell them that you want to ask them a few questions about the 
flag.

1. Does anyone know the name of the lady who, according to the popular story, sewed the 
first flag?    Betsy Ross

2. Does anyone know how many stripes the first flag had and what the stripes stand for?    
13 stripes stood for the original 13 colonies

3. Can anyone tell me how many stars and stripes our flag has now and what the stars stand 
for?    50 stars stand for 50 states, 13 stripes represent 13 original colonies

4. Who can tell me what the colors red, white and blue stand for?   Courage, liberty, loyalty

5. Who would like to tell me how to take care of a flag and some of the things that should 
not be done to a flag?    The flag should never be dipped to any person or thing; it should 
never be carried flat or horizontally, always aloft and free; it should never be allowed to 
touch anything beneath it, such as the ground, floor, water or merchandise

6. When can a flag be flown at night?   On special occasions to produce a patriotic effect, 
the flag may be flown 24 hours a day if properly illuminated during hours of darkness

7. Who knows how a flag should be destroyed when it gets old and tattered?   It should be 
destroyed as a whole, privately, preferably by burning or some other means that does not 
show disrespect

8. Can a flag be flown in bad weather?   It is preferable not to, but it is permissible 
PROVIDED an ALL-WEATHER flag is displayed

9. What does it mean if a flag is flown upside down?   A sign of distress

10. What does it mean when the flag is flow at half-staff?    A sign of respect for someone 
who has died, also a signal of distress. 

Make a “game” of it, and don’t be surprised at the answers you get.  Other easy questions might be asked 
about the flag, but stay with something the children know about. Many children will want to get involved 
and try to answer questions.

Then you might ask if anyone has a birthday that month, or find some other way to select one child to 
hold the flag while the group recites the Pledge of Allegiance.  Usually they all want to hold the flag so 
you will need to come up with a way to keep them all happy.



I AM YOUR FLAG

I was born on June 14, 1777.

I am more than just cloth shaped into a design.

I am the refuge of the world’s oppressed people.

I am the silent sentinel of Freedom.

I am the inspiration for which American patriots gave their lives and fortunes.

I have led your sons into battle from Valley Forge to the bloody jungles of 

Vietnam.

I walk in silence with each of your honored dead, to their resting place.

Beneath the silent white crosses, row upon row.

I have flown through peace and war, strife and prosperity; and amidst it all, I have 

been respected.

My red stripes symbolize the blood spilled in defense of this glorious nation.

My white stripes signify the burning tears shed by Americans who lost their sons.

My blue field is indicative of God’s heaven under which I fly.

My stars are clustered together, unifying 50 states as one, for God and country.

“Old Glory” is my nickname, and proudly I wave on high.

Honor me, respect me, defend me with your lives and your fortunes.

Never let my enemies tear me down from my lofty position, lest I never return.

Keep alight the fires of patriotism, strive earnestly for the spirit of democracy.

Worship eternal God and keep his commandments.

And I shall remain the bulwark of peace and freedom for all mankind.

Author Unknown



Fraternal Statistics
for the year ending December 31, 2007*

The following figures represent fraternal statistics reported by local lodges for the year ending 
December 31, 2007:

Number of Lodges ................................................................  37,155

Community Service Acts .................................................. 6,494,385

Community Service Hours...............................................95,004,384  

Community Service Disbursements...........................  $262,132,654

Fraternal Support Events.......................................................871,534

Fraternal Support Hours...................................................20,543,822  

Fraternal Support Expenditures .................................  $155,602,647

Other Fraternal Facts
NFCA member-societies..............................................................  71

Membership represented..........................  almost 10 million people

Contact: Joseph J. Annotti
President & CEO
National Fraternal Congress of America
1315 West 22nd Street, Suite 400
Oak Brook, IL 60523 
Phone:  (630) 522-NFCA
Fax:       (630) 522-6326
E-mail:  nfca@nfcanet.org
web:     www.nfcanet.org

* latest full-year data available


